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from Laon, another French town. Another fine
material of this kind, muslin, takes its name from
Mussolo, a town in Mesopotamia, from which this
kind of material first came.

Another commoner kind of stuff is fustian, made
of cotton, but thick, with a short nap, and generally
dyed a dark colour. The word fustian has also come
to be used figuratively to describe a showy manner
of speaking or writing, or anything which tries to
appear better than it is. The word comes from
Fustat, a suburb of Cairo.

A more substantial material, tweed, which is largely
made in Scotland, really takes its name from people
pronouncing twill badly; but the form tweed spread
more quickly because people associated the material
with the country beyond the river Tweed,

Another kind of stuff which we generally asso-
ciate with Scotland is tartan, because this woollen
stuff, with its crossed stripes of different colours, is
chiefly used for Scottish plaids and kilts, especially of
the Highland regiments. But the word tartan does
not seem to be a Scottish word, and probably comes
from Tartar, which was formerly used to describe
almost any Eastern people* Perhaps the fact that
Eastern peoples love bright colours caused this name
to be given to these bright materials, though there
is nothing at all Eastern in the designs of the Scot-
tish tartans. Another material with an Eastern
name is sarcenet, or sarsenet* a soft, silky stufi now
chiefly used for linings.